
Angels & Demons (Early Edition) 

 

Mark 1: 29-39 

 

On leaving the synagogue Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew with James and John.  Simon’s 

mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. 

They immediately told him about her.  He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her up.  Then the 

fever left her and she waited on them. 

When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were ill or possessed by demons.  The 

whole town was gathered at the door. 

He cured many who were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, not permitting 

them to speak because they knew him. 

Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted place, where he prayed.  Simon and 

those who were with him pursued him 

and on finding him said, “Everyone is looking for you.”  He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby 

villages  that I may preach there also.  For this 

purpose have I come.”  So he went into their synagogues, preaching and driving out demons throughout 

the whole of Galilee. 

 

Background:  Tradition holds that Simon’s mother-in-law, the one Jesus heals, is Mary Mark.  She is one 

of several Mary’s who play an important role in Jesus’ earthly ministry.  She follows Jesus wherever he 

goes.  She has a younger son named John, who is Simon’s brother-in-law.  John is chosen by Jesus as one 

of his seventy early disciples.  He goes by the name John Mark; so, not to be confused with the beloved 

Apostle.  He is well educated.  John Mark becomes Peter’s translator.  Later on he composes Peter’s 

memoirs; carefully writing down everything Peter remembers about the words and actions of Jesus.  He 

is best known as St. Mark the Evangelist and Peter’s memoirs are better known as The Gospel According 

to Mark.  Mark tells that Jesus preaches the good news of the kingdom of God in synagogues throughout 

the whole of Galilee healing the sick and casting out demons for this is the purpose he comes.  So, what 

are demons?  In as much as Jesus states that his purpose is to drive out demons, there is not much the 

Bible tells us about demons.  We know that until the day of Judgment demons are to some extent free to 

work their torment on earth.  They do this normally by taking possession of men.   

 

The Cure of Simon’s Mother-in-Law and Others Cures:  Demons are described as evil spirits, unclean 

spirits, and lying spirits.  The oldest belief in Judaism derives from The Book of Enoch, which is part of 

Hebrew Scripture at the time of Jesus.  Every first century Jew knows that demons are fallen angels.  Yet, 

there is a distinction:  All demons are fallen angels, but not all fallen angels are demons.  Demons are the 

remains of a group of fallen angels who come to earth and have sexual intercourse with women resulting 

in a giant race of half-angel and half-human beings called Nephilim (Heb., “tormentors”).  God punishes 

these fallen angels by casting them out of heaven and binds them in darkness with everlasting chains in 



order to prevent a recurrence.  The primary reason for the flood is to destroy these physical 

beings.  Because angels are everlasting beings, they stay behind on the earth as disembodied spirits.  This 

explains why they take possession of men.  The other fallen angels that are cast from heaven with Satan 

have celestial bodies; so, they have no need to take possession of men.  Thus, demons are less powerful 

than Satan’s band of fallen angels.  Both groups still roam the world seeking the ruin of souls.                

 

Why do demons possess men? 

 


